Water and drainage is a major theme along with traffic. Poehler shows that side streets were blocked not so much to restrict traffic as to limit the passage of water from the main street into the side street. Equally, stepping stones were placed across wet streets, and pavements were raised to keep water out of houses (82 -5) . The need to contain water in this manner is seen by Poehler to have increased following the provision of the aqueduct under Augustus (48-9). Thus, some paved streets were reengineered to contain water, while the side streets (many that were unpaved) were kept dry (54-60). This process of reengineering reduced the number of streets for wheeled traffic and narrowed the space in those streets for traffic. Just 16 streets could accommodate two-way traffic, accounting for more than one-third of the street network (149).
These actions in relation to drainage directly affected the way traffic could proceed through the city and created a need for streets in which wheeled traffic went in a single direction (that could be subject to alteration).
Poehler's attention to detail and the observations he makes are at times astonishing as he teases out how the Pompeians were attempting to deal with aging road surfaces. For example, the identification of what would seem an experiment to repair streets by pouring molten iron into ruts in the paving is hard to believe, but when 440 examples support this point (204), it is time to put skepticism to one side and accept that we have evidence for a failed technological experiment (the supporting evidence is available online).
Imagining the social interaction that led to pouring iron into ruts probably requires further consideration of the relationship between contractor and city council. Poehler does not shy away from imaginary scenarios and utilizes fiction to drive a cart through the streets , focusing on inhabitants and strangers as drivers. There are at least one or two other stories to be told from Poehler's data: the intentions of those who controlled the streets, and the actions of those they paid to implement the various innovations that
Poehler has brought to light. Equally, how did traffic on market day negotiate this system of streets with a common destination-presumably the forum-that was closed to traffic?
The final section of the book sets Poehler's work in a wider context of other cities in the Roman empire with a survey of 24 other sites (218-19). The key problem is that few of these have substantial grids for comparison. However, the site of Timgad does provide a very full story, and it differs from that of Pompeii.
Timgad has far more space given over to streets (2.5 times as much, one-third of the city, though n. 582 suggests 40%), and most of the streets form broad colonnaded streets (ca. 14.8 m wide, compared with Pompeii's average street widths of between 2 and 4 m). The picture created is a city with transport in mind, so different from Pompeii's narrow and blocked streets. Yet there is still evidence for some of the patterns found in Pompeii, not least driving on the right-hand side (229-30).
Poehler places his work in the context of the study of urbanism and, specifically, the study of space in Roman archaeology, which is often focused on the site of Pompeii. Our discipline needs to take pride in the fact that it has developed what some outside the discipline see as "a mature study of urban space" (S.
Griffiths, pers. comm. 2016). Poehler's book certainly is an important addition to the ever-growing bibliography on both Pompeii and space in Roman cities-it is in fact difficult to discuss one without the other. I should also add that the book presents us with the possibility of reconceiving change in spatial practice, not just of the cart driver but also of others using the streets. While we can also relate the differences, identified by Poehler, in the master plans of Pompeii (fourth century B.C.E.) and Timgad (second century C.E.), we also have within this set of evidence information for understanding changes in the conception of urban space. The key difference was the need to provide space for wheeled vehicles. These are topics that the book opens up for further discussion, and the data provided will facilitate yet more insights into the use of space in Pompeii. It is worth noting that the data behind the book is available online as an interactive map and a data set.
From the beginning to the end of the book, we are treated to a sense of Poehler's personal engagement with Pompeii as both a place and a subject. As a student in 1999, he spotted something that was invisible to others, cyclical wear on a curbstone, and he "seized upon its significance and, crucially, attempted to apply it to an archaeological landscape 45.8 hectares in area" (255 [emphasis original]). The book allows the reader to see Pompeii through Poehler's eyes and discover the answers to his questions. As he concludes, "still there remains much to be gained by walking the city with fresh eyes and novel questions" (255). We can hope that the book will inspire the next generation of scholars to undertake studies on a similar scale.
